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under the Spanish dominion, and Philip II. absorbed all
the revenues from India in his fruitless attempt to subdue
Holland. At no time during the early years of their con-
quests in India did the Portuguese hold territorial pos-
sessions extending much beyond the boundaries of their
forts, excepting at Goa, and until the latter part of the
eighteenth century their Goanese territories were of too
limited an area to merit the high-sounding title of Empire.
In Ceylon they did acquire sovereign rights, and suc-
ceeded In establishing their rule over some limited areas
in the vicinity of their forts. They, however, never suc-
ceeded in reducing the King of Kotta and other native
chiefs to subjection, and the history of their occupation of
Ceylon reveals a continued state of warfare until they
were finally ejected from their several positions on the
island by the Dutch.

A great deal has been written by various Portuguese
authors on the " Ruin of India," by which term is meant
the downfall of the Portuguese power in the East. The
manner in which the State revenues were devoted to other
than Imperial purposes has already been referred to. In
the absence of any extensive landed possessions from
which rents might have been obtained in order to supple-
ment the profits derived from trade, a very favourite
practice of successive Viceroys was to put a high customs
duty upon all goods arriving at or leaving their several
ports, and to such an extent was this carried that trade
was effectually driven away, and forced to seek other
places which were not subject to Portuguese rule, and
their ruinous exactions. In this manner several of the
most important emporia, which had for centuries been
noted as the principal seats of trade in the East, -were